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short a time." * When he made the unfortunate journey to Vienna, " Seraphita" still required, at his own computation, eight days' and eight nights' work; but, settled there, he turned his attention at once to " Le Lys dans la Vallee," which he had substituted for the " Memoires d'une Jeune Marine," and at which he laboured strenuously. The first number of this appeared in the Revue de Paris, on November 22nd, 1835 ; but in the meantime Balzac's uncorrected proofs had been sold by Buloz to MM. Bellizard and Dufour, proprietors of the Revue Etrangere de St. Petersbourg. Therefore, in October, before the authorised version was published in Paris, there appeared in Russia, under the title of " Le Lys dans la Valise," what Balzac indignantly characterised as the " unformed thoughts which served me as sketch and plan."
This was double treachery on the part of Buloz, as, by the treaty already mentioned, he had bought the right to publish Balzac's novels in the Revue de Paris only; and even if this stipulation had not been made, he had no excuse for selling as Balzac's completed work, what he knew to be absolutely unfinished. Balzac, after this, refused to receive him on friendly terms ; but a meeting was arranged, at the house of Jules Sandeau, at which Balzac and the Comte de Belloy met Buloz and Bonnaire. Sandeau and Entile Regnault, who were friends of both the contending parties, were also present ; and they, after this conference, became for a time
* "Lettres a TEtrangere."